NON-VIOLENCE DURING RIOTS	363
and is ruled by the law of love in all his actions, and I
for one will offer him my respectful homage even though
he be a meat-eater. On the other hand the jivadaja of a
person who is steeped in anger and lust but daily feeds
the ants and insects anc^refrains from killing has hardly
anything in it to recommend itself. It is a mechanical
performance without any spiritual value. It may even be
worse—a hypocritical screen for hiding the corruption
within.
Sevagram, 9-9-*'40
Harijan, 15-9-1940
139
NON-VIOLENCE DURING RIOTS
A friend writes:
"How can non-violence be efficacious during riots? By self-
immolation we can influence only those with whom we have already
established living contacts. But the hooligans who perpetrate violence
during riots are, as a rule, hirelings imported from outside. Kow
- can they have any scruples about hurting those whom they have
never known before and for whom they can have no regard or
consideration ?**	,
The question deserves careful consideration. The friend
who has put it is a valiant worker who nearly lost his life
in trying to do his duty during a riot. I have often written
on this question before. The pity of it is that Congressmen
have never seriously thought over the question of finding
a non-violent way of quelling riots. Their non-violence was
restricted to the sole purpose of offering civil resistance to
the authorities. In my opinion the non-violence that goes
so far and no further scarcely deserves the name6 Ahimsa'.
You may, if you like, call it unarmed resistance. So far
as it is a device for embarrassing the Government it is a
species of Himsa. To quell riots non-violently, there must
be true Ahimsa in one's heart, ah Ahirasa that takes even
the erring hooligan in its warm embrace. Such an attitude
cannot be cultivated. It can only come as a prolonged and

